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  I    A    A    D    P
 International Association of Assistance Dog Partners

              P. O.  Box 26601 * Overland Park, KS  66225
                  ( 888) 544-2237      www.iaadp.org 

Dear Applicant:

We welcome your interest in IAADP.  We are a nonprofit, cross disability organization founded in 1993 to represent and advocate for disabled persons who seek to increase their safety, independence and quality of life through partnership with an assistance dog.  

More than 25 years ago, IAADP established the IAADP Provider Membership category for programs and assistance dog trainers wanting to show their support for IAADP’s work to promote high standards for training assistance dogs and the responsible use of access rights.  

The term “assistance dogs,” as utilized by IAADP and Assistance Dogs International (ADI) and several other organizations in North America historically encompasses three types of dogs to assist the disabled:  Guide dogs for the blind, Hearing dogs for the deaf and hard of hearing and Service dogs for individuals with other kinds of disabling conditions.  

IAADP has adopted explicit Eligibility Requirements for those who contact us desiring to enroll or renew as an IAADP Provider Member.  We want to prevent any misunderstanding on what is expected from an organization, whether nonprofit or for profit, or an individual trainer of assistance dogs to qualify as eligible for an IAADP Provider Membership. 
 

Here is a summary of our Eligibility Requirements for IAADP Provider Members in our document, which is titled: Verification of IAADP Provider Membership.  This form was initially requested by  nonprofit programs outside of North America seeking documentation they could show to government officials, the media, potential sponsors, clients and others with an interest in what qualifies their program to become an IAADP Provider Member.  The document states:

 

IAADP Provider Members show their commitment to excellence by:

  *   Furthering IAADP’s work since 1993 to foster high training and behavioral standards for Assistance Dogs (i.e. guide, hearing, service dog) and the responsible use of access rights.

*    Compliance with IAADP’s Minimum Training Standards for Public Access including at least Six Months of schooling on Obedience, Manners and disability mitigating Tasks prior to 

Graduation of a team with a suitable dog placed by the provider or owned by the client.
*   Providing a comprehensive Handler Education Course, that includes but is not limited to, veterinary care standards, humane training and handling methods, applicable laws, and proper conduct in public places like stores, restaurants, market places and on public transportation.

*   Requiring each team to pass a Public Access Test consistent with the example on IAADP’s Minimum Training Standards web page or on www.psychdogpartners.org, and videotaping it to document the dog has the training and disposition to work obediently with the handler in public places, both outdoors and indoors. This video tape must be available for IAADP inspection should a question arise regarding a team’s readiness for public access. Please do NOT forward any video tape to IAADP unless specifically asked to do so.

Applicant will need to provide our Membership Coordinator (Dana Spears) with their Facebook page, and/or website for verification of membership eligibility prior to membership acceptance.   If approved for membership, the agency or private trainer may use IAADP’s logo and provide a link on their Facebook page or website.  Indicate the agency or private trainer “proudly agrees to comply with IAADP’s exceptional training standards and mission statement” .  Mission statement: IAADP's mission is to (1) provide assistance dog partners with a voice in the assistance dog field; (2) enable those partnered with guide dogs, hearing dogs and service dogs to work together on issues of mutual concern (3) to foster the disabled person / assistance dog partnership).   A paraphrased version of the above is acceptable.
Provider Membership does NOT imply any type of endorsement for said agency or private trainer, and IAADP does not register or certify their graduate teams.  If this type of advertising is found on the agency or private trainer’s Facebook page or website, IAADP membership will be immediately cancelled and no refund of dues will be given.  Additionally, only current Provider Members are permitted to have this link and reference to IAADP on their website.  Should you cease to be a current active member at any time, for any reason, all reference to IAADP must be removed from your website until your current, active status has been reinstated. Spot checks are done to verify compliance with this requirement, and this will be strictly enforced. At this time renewal notices are not sent out by IAADP so it is up to the Provider Member to renew at least one month prior to their expiration date each year (expiration date is listed on the Verification of Membership Certificate).
Membership in IAADP neither qualifies nor precludes trained dogs to use public transportation or airline travel. 
Mindful of our consumer protection role, IAADP must limit our Provider Membership only to those providers willing to demonstrate full compliance with these eligibility requirements.  After receiving notification from our Membership Coordinator that your application has been accepted for membership, you will need to print off this agreement, sign it in the presence of a notary, and return back to IAADP (scan and email or snail mail). At that time your application will be processed.  Please allow 6-8 weeks after returning your signed and notarized agreement for receipt of your Provider Membership Packet. Membership is renewed each year, with the same eligibility requirements, and a confirmation of compliance will be required.  Please feel free to contact Dana at mc.iaadp@gmail.com with any questions.
If you have no intention of taking on this much responsibility for a team’s success, only plan on giving a few private lessons or a group class for someone who wants to earn an AKC Canine Good Citizen certificate, for example, or for any other reason do not want to be obliged to fulfill these basic Eligibility Requirements for an IAADP Provider Membership, we will cheerfully refund the dues you paid, upon request.    

                                                                                                                                                            

Please notify Dana Spears, our Membership Coordinator, whether you want to proceed with the application for a Provider Membership, or if you would like to have a full refund when you receive this letter.  If unfamiliar with a provider, we may seek additional information so we can make a better informed decision on whether the applicant qualifies for this category of membership.  We appreciate your patience as we go through this process.
Alternatively, you have the option of becoming an IAADP Friend Member.  This category of membership is open to anyone with a personal or professional interest in the assistance dog movement who would like to receive our networking publication, Partners Forum, and our emails alerting members to a time sensitive issue or change in benefits.  

Contact Dana through:   mc.iaadp@gmail.com 
Please feel free to get in touch with me if you have any questions at: Jill@iaadp.org 

Very best wishes,

Jill Exposito
IAADP President
______________________________________ 

Printed Name of Applicant
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________________

Printed Name of Agency
______________________________________

Handwritten Signature of Applicant 

(This person will also serve as the contact person for the agency)

_____________________________________

Title/Position

______________________________________
Date
______________________________________

Signature and Stamp of Notary

______________________________________

Date

Updated February 2022

Handwrite Initial Here _________

